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) _ ALTERED EGos.
suBJECTIVITY IN CONTEMPORARY AUSTRALIAN vipgq PE
‘RFORMANCE

Paul Mumme, Sydney College of the Arts, N
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js paper explores the use of alter ego in the

dentify {he VAT

\'[n||1-||r'il

+ ot the UD nature of identity itself,
ihis r'l'[ LS

stable

o performance works of Eric Bridgeman, Kate
vitehell and {eath Franco present three significantly
' “.nph,m{:.-.m_tim.s of alter ego. While their
od characters each engage with issues specific

| [ '.'iill

\Jll'i.l"i

mvent
10 their pr;_u‘.l.i(:{’., each artist’s performance of alter ego

ngs with it issues from their subjective experience.
take the form of specific social observations

bri
These
and criticism, symbolic representations of a personal
worldview, and even the entrenchment of personal traits
within their characters. Eric Bridgeman'’s constructed
persona provides a vehicle for the artist to share his
shservations of racial distinctions in Australia, as well
45 his own experience of cultural uncertainty. Kate
Mitchell's use of costume provides a ubiquitous avatar
through which she expresses a specific philosophy.
Heath Franco’s subjective engagement with his fictional
tharacters imbues them with his own presence by the
very act of their performance. This paper will examine
the use of alter ego in the work of each artist as well as
@amples from art history in an attempt to illuminate
s ability to divulge subjective issues and ultimately call
10 question the nature of identity itself.
he work of Eric Bridgeman consistently engages with
51es of identity and culture. His 2008 series The Sport
rmo’l!fn,ir Play of Aussie Rules seeks to destabilise the
“I.-F.mm stereotypes of Australia’s sense of national
-"{‘:n.my (Davis, 2011), The series features the video
Erf::;rlr:]um work Triple X Bitter and int.rod_uces
Will‘[_:: X a::; 8 Ialtr;r ¢80 Boi Boi The Labourer. Undeniably
hijotg, harri}-;‘.la.d. . workin g g (;I[Tthasj SFBGI CH-I}
the :;Harnnt}" ::-Tnd ﬁarfl"lUfTS. Bt B‘Oi l? {lp pl[;}:urﬂ g
"’mthan.]wiil ',.:, {\ustf'ahan ma5fullnc ideal. A czmp.
“’?Wis, 2“”&, nnl«llers labn.urer : hg.:; gets 1.;he job .0119
bloy up mld’ f['JIII ]'51-‘ In Triple X Bruer' his ‘l;ask is to
e dpyp for ll ) an inflatable pool, while his cohori:i
 fool around and encourage two black girls

wark of e itrali
| al k of throe Australian videg performan
{ous ways in which these fictional characters reflect or embuody i

Franco are analysed in order to determine how each

W South Wales

. artists. The object
aspects of the artisy's CXporience i

artist imbupes their

s this research is tn
e 18 work of Erje Bridgeman, Katp
5 with their own Subjoctive o zency and ho '

Moy @ W

1o wrestle (Starr, 2010, p. 62). It

is diffic fag
emphasis th cult 1o miss the

; at Bridgeman places on skin colour In his
videos this is exaggerated by the application of pa'mht
directly to the skin. This is important, as it seems to
operate solely as a strict marker of distinction and bears
no correspondence to the performer’s original skin
tone. Boi Boi, or Bridgeman, is white. When others are
designated black, they are painted jet black. There are
no browns or heiges, just black and white.

Eric Bridgeman, Triple X Bitter. 2008
Production Still

Courtesy the Artist and Gallerysmith, Melbourne
colour may reference
with a mixed

ferenced in his skin tone and
Papua New Guinea and

of skin

This polarisation ‘
- deals growing Uup

Bridgeman's own OF
national heritage clearly re

features. His mother being i‘rnu:J RN
i in neens )

i ; ucasian from

his father a Ca

ifforence to anyone else.
i b thm'ht:z:::::;Uw(ill?!ir names like ‘Abo’ and
L‘hﬂgﬂ.ﬂ to question his own f:ult.ural
1wched racial ganeralmatwfls
As he recalls, ‘It
kin colour? I'm

nev
However, after bein
‘Blacky’, Bridgemar
identity as well as the anL‘rmAusu‘ali&
that can be encuumered 111“)“5“5 e
didn’t make senseé to me.
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